Risk factors for invasive carcinoma of the uterine cervix in Latin America.
A study of 759 cervical cancer patients, 1,430 controls, and 689 sex partners in four Latin American countries has made it possible to assess the influence of multiple factors upon the risk of invasive cervical cancer. The principal risk factors identified were the woman's age at first coitus, the number of her steady sex partners, her number of live births, the presence of DNA from human papillomavirus (HPV) types 16 or 18, a history of venereal disease, nonparticipation in early detection programs, and low socioeconomic status. There is good reason to believe that extensive detection programs directed mainly at high-risk groups in the Americas can reduce the high incidence of cervical cancer in this Region.